Case Study

Professor X has reviewed her mid-term evaluations for a course in introductory biology.
Her students’ comments include some of the following statements: “I wish the quizzes
were easier”. “l wish the professor would lecture more clearly.” “This class would be
improved if there was less lecture and more discussion.”

In her own self-assessment of the class, Professor X reflects that, although it was her
intent to encourage more discussions in her class, she realizes that she has primarily
lectured for the first half of the semester. Upon reviewing her students™ performance on
their weekly, she also notes that they are not doing as well as she had expected. She is
worried that they may not understand some of the foundational material needed for the
rest of the semester.

Previous end of the semester evaluations of this introductory course for Professor X
indicated that students perceived that she relied too heavily on lecture and that students
did not feel that she explained things clearly. However, they did feel that she was
interested in their well-being as students and that she had a good grasp on the material.

If you were mentoring Professor X, what suggestions might you make for improving her
course at this time? Think of 2-3 concrete suggestions for improving her teaching.
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